August 3, 2006

Carol Kostyniak Joins Staff of Catholic Foundation
As part of the Diocese of Buffalo’s latest educational endeavor, the Catholic School Development Program (CSDP), the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo has hired a CSDP director.  Carol Kostyniak, an Amherst businesswoman, officially tackles her new position on August 1.
“Challenging” is how Kostyniak describes the job and that is exactly why she accepted the position.  “I feel my past experience in education has prepared me well to bring diverse groups of people in the parishes and communities to work together for a common cause – the quality of education for our children,” she explained.

The position will indeed be challenging.  The goal of the CSDP is to increase enrollment and strengthen management and leadership of Catholic schools.  The program provides consulting services in marketing, fund raising, management and governance.   Kostyniak will work as a liaison between the schools and Foundation, which is coordinating the CSDP program in the diocese, and will work closely with the marketing committee of the diocese as well as Dwight Hatcher, national director of the CSDP.  She is already familiar with the program since she has been involved with the CSDP pilot program at Our Lady of Black Rock School in Buffalo.
“We are truly fortunate to have Carol Kostyniak accept this challenge,” said David J. Kersten, director of the Foundation. “She is well known to the schools and the wider community and is a winner with a successful track record in managing projects. Carol has a real passion for children and Catholic Education.  I can’t think of a better person to lead the CSDP program here in the Diocese of Buffalo.”
Kostyniak sees Catholic education as a great value in Western New York.  It has been a large part of her life, as a student, parent of students and active parishioner.  
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“Catholic education provides a rigorous academic program with strong study skills, leadership opportunities, a sense of responsibility and, most importantly, a strong sense of faith and moral development,” she said. “In today’s world where difficult decisions in areas such as genetic research, technology innovations and world conflicts, it becomes imperative that our future leaders are prepared not just academically but morally to make the decisions that will affect the course of humanity.”
It is that belief that will see Kostyniak on this new chapter in her life.  A graduate of Nazareth College and the University of New York at Buffalo, she studied mathematics, accounting and computer technology and has a master’s of education degree in secondary mathematics.  Most of her work experience has involved education in one form or another, either as an educator or trainer, or in management as an executive director, most recently at Buffalo Spine and Sports Institute.  She has also served as president of the Home-School Association when her three grown children were in school at St. Benedict School, Eggertsville.
The Amherst resident and member of Assumption Parish, Buffalo, Kostyniak said the time is right for the CSDP initiative.  

“The CSDP endeavor is long overdue.  Our teachers and parents are focused on the education of the children,” she explained.  “We need to continue to let the community know that our students excel academically, that our schools are well equipped with computers and science labs, that art, music and sports programs flourish, and that we are doing an outstanding job at a much lower cost than our public school counterparts.”
Getting the word out about all that Catholic schools have to offer will help to increase kindergarten attendance.  Those children are then more likely to stay in the higher grades and move on to the Catholic high schools.  As Kostyniak said, “Our elementary students are very successful; they move on to the high schools of their choice and graduate from the top colleges and universities in the country.”

Kostyniak hopes the CSDP program will empower the Catholic schools in the diocese, as well as the parishes, to become better at marketing and financing their schools.  

For more information about the CSDP, visit their Web site at www.frcdb.org.
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For more information, call Kevin A. Keenan at (716) 847-8719.
