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Message from Bishop Richard J. Malone
Dear Friends in Christ,
With gratitude to God our Father, I present the 2012-2013 Stewardship Report for The Foundation of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Buffalo.
By our baptism, we are all called to the mission of bearing witness to Jesus Christ by our words and actions. As the
title of this report so simply states, we are called to “be the belief” – to share the grace that God has bestowed
upon each of us so that our lives proclaim our belief in Christ to the world.
The stories in this report demonstrate how our diocese has a diversity of ministries, but with a unity of mission,
that enables us to “be the belief” in many different ways. You will read about young adults deepening faith in
prayerful retreat…a community working together to further the path to sainthood for Venerable Father Nelson
Baker…an interfaith program created to promote tolerance…and an outreach service that celebrates human life.
In each case, the Foundation was able to play a supporting role. And there are many more examples.
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to our donors and volunteers, our Foundation trustees and
staff. Together we help provide the stewardship in our diocese to educate, minister, and care for others, with every
action guided by our Catholic conscience.
Pope Francis has said, “Jesus teaches us another way: go out. Go out and share your testimony, go out and
interact with your brothers, go out and ask. Become the Word in body as well as spirit.”
May we all be inspired to go out and be the belief in the Diocese of Buffalo.

Putting faith into action
Since 1996, the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo has worked with and for
the faithful in the Diocese of Buffalo who continue to give their generous support because of
their strong belief in the invaluable mission of the Church.
Truly, it all starts with belief. Yet while it’s one thing to hold a particular belief, it’s something
more to take action on it. That’s what the Foundation does each and every day. We provide
ways for the Catholic faithful to stand up for their principles by actively supporting our important
mission. This course of action echoes Pope Francis’ call for a “new evangelization” perfectly;
the Foundation unites Western New York residents with the educational, pastoral and human
service causes that support their values. We assist donors in fulfilling their philanthropic goals
rooted in Catholic beliefs.
What follows are just a few examples of how we serve to enable people in the Diocese to
“be the belief.” To be more engaged in their faith. To be more accepting of others. To be in
communion with the saints. To be advocates for life. To be what God wants us to be.
Day after day, the Foundation brings the beliefs that so many of us share to life. Be a part of
the solution here in WNY. Be the belief.

Sincerely,

Established in 1847, the
Diocese of Buffalo covers
eight counties in Western
New York.

Most Reverend Richard J. Malone
Bishop of Buffalo
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Message from the Vice-Chair and Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Foundation Board of Trustees

From the very beginning of our Church, there have been men and women who set out to follow Jesus Christ and
imitate Him more closely through acts of faith. Today in the Diocese of Buffalo, we are blessed to have so many
people who continue in that mission. You will meet some of these people on the pages of our report.

The Bishop of Buffalo has selected an outstanding and diverse group of talented and knowledgeable
experts, leaders and philanthropists from throughout the region to serve as trustees.

In the past year, even as the economy continued its recovery, the Foundation received donations of $920,257 in
total gifts. Such generosity helped enable our Board of Trustees to distribute nearly $1.3 million in grant funding
to numerous diocesan organizations and programs, for the benefit of Catholics and non-Catholics throughout
Western New York.

Chairman
Most Reverend Richard J. Malone
Bishop of Buffalo

Lisa M. Kirisits, CPA & MBA
Kirisits & Associates CPAS, PLLC

Elizabeth (Betsy) Sullivan
Director of Marketing, Buffalo Truck Center, Inc.

William J. Lawley, Jr.
Managing Partner, Lawley Insurance

Nicole R. Tzetzo, Esq.
Partner, Jaeckle Fleischmann & Mugel, LLP

We are grateful to our donors for their gifts and their continued confidence in our ability to act as stewards toward
their charitable goals. The hard work of our staff makes it possible, and our thanks go out to them. And of course,
the guidance of our trustees is invaluable, and our appreciation is beyond measure.

Vice-Chair
Thomas R. Beecher, Jr.
Barrantys, LLC

Rev. Msgr. Paul A. Litwin, J.C.L.
Chancellor

Kellie M. Ulrich
Attorney

Everyone at the Foundation believes it is an honor and a privilege to serve the Diocese of Buffalo in support of
our Christian virtues of faith, hope and charity.

Dennis C. Walczyk
CEO, Catholic Charities of Buffalo

Trustees
Kate Beltz Foley
Partner, Paul William Beltz, P.C.

Alfred F. Luhr, III
Sr. Vice President, Business Banking, M&T Bank
Jeffrey C. Magavern
Attorney at Law; Magavern & Loretto, LLC

Theodore (Barney) Walsh
Executive Vice President, Walsh Insurance

Sr. Mary McCarrick, OSF
Diocesan Director, Catholic Charities of Buffalo

Lisa Wardynski
Director, Community Relations –
Independent Health

On behalf of the entire Board of Trustees, we invite you to learn more about how you can take part in the
Foundation’s mission and be the belief in our community. Visit us at BeTheBelief.org today, or follow us on
Facebook at facebook.com/frcdb.
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Most Reverend Edward D. Grosz, D.D., V.G.
Auxiliary Bishop of Buffalo/Vicar General
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Executive Director
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John J. Hurley
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Executive Vice President,
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Michael Pratt, CFA
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John Rumschik
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Laura Zaepfel
Vice President, Corporate Relations –
Uniland Development Corporation, Inc.
Staff
Joseph A. Stoeckl, Esq.,
Legal Counsel – Kennedy, Stoeckl & Martin

Charles J. Schneider
Architect/Owner, Schneider Design –
Architects PC

Richard C. Suchan, CEBS & CWS®
Executive Director

Rev. Msgr. David S. Slubecky, J.C.L., S.T.L.
Moderator of Curia / Vicar General

Steven D. Timmel
Treasurer

Reaching out to the flock

Retreat seeks to engage young adults in deepening their faith
Every parish has them. They are college students and young professionals, both single and married. Young
couples preparing for marriage and new parents bringing in babies for baptism. Young adults in our parishes
and communities whose lives are full of transition and who are faced with very important life choices.
Helping them make more faith-based choices at this stage of their lives and engaging them in their parishes
was the goal of a two-day young adult retreat funded in part by a Foundation grant this past year.
Titled “What Next?”, the retreat was sponsored by the diocesan Department of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry and held at Christ the King Seminary. The overnight event at the Seminary included prayer,
reconciliation, and Mass along with other activities aimed at spiritual direction. The retreat was based on
a program of Charis Ministries, a Chicago-based Jesuit ministry that reaches out to young adults.
Recently, there has been an increase in requests for programming aimed at young adults in local parishes,
an important segment of the faithful that may sometimes be overlooked.
“We had men and women from every area of the diocese,” said Kathy Goller, director of the Department
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry in the Diocese of Buffalo. “Participants serving as witnesses shared stories
on being newly married, on adopting a baby and on maintaining a relationship. Each one pointed to their
Christian faith as helping them make decisions during such life transitions.”
“The Foundation recognizes that programs such as this retreat are more important than ever to keep
and bring back young adults in our parishes,” concluded Foundation Executive Director Richard Suchan.
“We want to help them rediscover and live their beliefs.”

Christ the King Seminary is
situated on 132 pastoral acres
in East Aurora, N.Y.

The significance of The Blue Rose
Grant supports opportunities to promote tolerance
and understanding

When Pope Francis extended his message of tolerance for all people, he said, “We
must always consider the person.” The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Buffalo took these words to heart, and out of this came action. Recognizing God’s
Word that we are called to love one another regardless of our differences, Pope
Francis urged more understanding among people of all races, religions and abilities.
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That same sentiment is at the heart of The Blue Rose, a message heard by hundreds of elementary school
students this past year thanks to an extraordinary interfaith effort involving the Foundation of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, Catholic schools, The Blue Rose Foundation and the local Jewish community.
The Blue Rose is a play adapted from a book by the same name, written by Holocaust survivor Gerda
Weissmann Klein. The former Buffalo resident is a renowned author and recipient of the Presidential Medal
of Freedom. It tells the story of Jenny, a girl with developmental disabilities, and promotes understanding of
those who may be different. The book was written by Weissmann Klein about her neighbor, and was among
the first to be written to help people empathize with individuals who have disabilities.
“Tolerance is at the heart of our Christian mission and the collaboration of so many
different organizations to make this happen was remarkable,” said Richard Suchan,
Executive Director of the Foundation.
That collaboration resulted in the play being performed at two Catholic high
schools, with funding for the performances provided by a grant from the Daigler
Family Scholarship Fund administered by the Foundation. Children from area
Catholic elementary schools and the Kadimah School attended afternoon
performances, while the evening shows were open to the public. The
interfaith aspect of the program was enhanced as the Jewish community
helped with auxiliary funding of the performance through the Jewish
Community Book Fair. Weissman Klein hosted a question-and-answer
session after both performances.
The Jewish Community Book Fair’s Sharla Bleichfeld summed
up the importance of the program. “With programs such as
The Blue Rose, we recognize our common humanity and
acknowledge our shared concerns.”

Love is a choice

Foundation helps St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Outreach Center provide gifts
in support of life

On the path to sainthood

Matching grant from the Foundation supports funding of canonization effort
for Venerable Father Nelson Baker

Cheryl Calire likes to borrow a phrase from Pope Francis when she says, “Open your hearts to life.”

It takes a lot to become a saint.

Director of the Office of Pro-Life Activities in the Diocese of Buffalo, Calire and her caring staff continually
seek new ways to help expectant mothers choose the gift of life for their unborn child. The opening of the St.
Gianna Molla Pregnancy Outreach Center on Church Street is an example of how the office is doing just that.

It takes a lot of good work and a few miracles by the saints themselves. But
it also takes a lot of effort and funding to proceed with canonization once
someone has been nominated for sainthood.

Last year, the center served more than 1,000 pregnant women, helping to protect God’s great gift of life with
compassion. Calire describes the mission as “saving lives in the coffee shop” as they meet the women where
they are, to help them make the choice for life.

Such is the case with Father Nelson Baker, the beloved local priest who was
known as “Padre of the Poor” for his exceptional charitable work throughout
Western New York. Upon canonization, Father Baker would be the first
native-born, diocesan priest in the U.S. to become a saint, not to mention
the first saint from Buffalo. A canonization effort has been under way since
1987, and it reached a new level at the Vatican in 2011, when he was elevated
to “venerable” status.

“The center is there to help at every step,” Calire explained. “From connecting them with prenatal care and
counseling services to assisting in bringing the baby safely home from the hospital.”
The Foundation’s 2013 grant helped the center purchase car seats and pack-and-play cribs. Many of the
women served by the center are poor and have next to nothing to start out a new life with their child.
Calire said she could write a book from the remarkable stories of expectant women
the center has helped. One account involved a young expectant mother with
three children who had to flee an abusive husband in the middle of the
night with nothing but the clothes on their backs. The center helped
her reach out to the community for help. In just a few days, they had a
furnished apartment for the family with so many donated items that a
storage space had to be rented.

Our Lady of Victory Basilica,
built by Father Baker, is a
national shrine that was
consecrated in 1926.

“Reaching out to those in need is the call of our Catholic belief and
through the center we are witnesses to Christ’s love regardless of
the expectant mother’s religious background,” notes Calire.
In June 2012, Our Lady of Victory Basilica launched a $2 million capital campaign, of which $250,000 was
designated to help cover costs associated with moving toward the next level of canonization for Father
Baker. Expenses include continuing research, legal fees, documentation, printing and travel.
Under the guidance of Monsignor Paul Burkard, pastor of OLV, the parish applied for a grant from the
Foundation to be used toward the $250,000 goal. The Foundation stepped in to aid the sainthood effort with
a $25,000 matching grant, stipulating that the Foundation would match dollar for dollar that which Our Lady
of Victory parish raised from new donors. As a reminder of Father Baker’s enduring popularity, the challenge
funding goal was quickly exceeded.
Monsignor Burkard said that the campaign is closing in on the $250,000 goal and the Foundation grant was
a significant catalyst. “We would not be where we are without the Foundation’s help,” he explained.
Monsignor Burkard noted that the funds raised are put into an account for future costs associated with the
canonization of Venerable Father Nelson Baker. While the process continues toward beatification, a canon
lawyer must be retained on site in Rome to prepare and submit legal documentation required by Vatican
committees studying his candidacy. When Father Baker is canonized, there will be a ceremony in Buffalo that
will draw guests from around the world, including a cardinal from the Vatican. The canonization itself will take
place at the Vatican.
“While we don’t know when Father Baker’s canonization might come, we are certainly prepared thanks to the
efforts of so many faithful people who believe in this great cause,” Monsignor Burkard concluded.
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A difference-making dinner

The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, N.Y., Inc.

Statements of Financial Position

Number of Managed Funds

As of August 31, 2013 and 2012

2012–2013

ASSETS 		
CASH

2013		

$

242,908

$

194,268

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE		

32,309		

36,224

PLEDGES RECEIVABLE – Net 		

192,608		

235,258

INVESTMENTS – At fair value 		

22,755,402		

21,787,604

OTHER ASSETS		
TOTAL ASSETS

Catholic Organizational
Life & Ministry
23

$ 22,433,911
Human
Services
15

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES:
Accounts payable
$
Deferred revenue		
Grants payable		
Catholic Alumni Partnership payable		

102,892
$
–		
780,660		
9,865		

87,675
10,000
687,360
6,521

Total liabilities:		

893,417		

791,556

NET ASSETS:
Unrestricted		
Temporarily restricted		
Permanently restricted		

493,253		
11,564,517		
10,475,067		

441,249
10,887,218
10,313,888

Total net assets:		

22,532,837		

21,642,355

TOTAL LIABILITIES
AND NET ASSETS

$ 23,426,254

The dinner is the key fundraiser of the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo. All proceeds
benefit tuition assistance programs that helped more than 1,800 families who might otherwise not be able to
afford a Catholic education for their children. The entire evening is a celebration of the dedication, ingenuity,
perseverance and willingness of the Catholic school community to answer God’s call.

Priestly, Diaconal
& Lay Formation
8

203,027		 180,557

$ 23,426,254

In January, the Making a Difference Dinner celebrated the spirit of Catholic schools for the 13th consecutive
year. Luckily for Catholic students, the event played host to a record-breaking audience, who raised more
than $335,000 for elementary school student scholarships.

2012

Catholic
Education
58

Grant Distribution by Mission Area
2012–2013

Priestly, Diaconal
& Lay Formation
$22,750
Human
Services
$119,900

Catholic
Education
$1,028,589

Asset Growth by Year

Grant Distribution by Year

Years ending 1998–2013

Years ending 1998–2013

1997-1998

$2,530,297

–

1998-1999

–

1999-2000

$4,170,683

1999-2000

–

2000-2001

$4,148,678

2000-2001

$169,429

2001-2002

$3,981,380

2001-2002

$104,625

2002-2003

$118,947

1998-1999

2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010

$3,106,935

1997-1998

$4,393,743
$9,829,849

2003-2004

$12,961,081

2004-2005

$15,887,925
$13,497,447
$15,384,563
$19,431,596
$20,337,142

$419,905

2006-2007

$422,213

2008-2009
2009-2010

2010-2011

$22,207,414

2010-2011

2011-2012

$22,433,911

2011-2012

2012-2013

$23,426,254

$282,370
$237,884

2005-2006

2007-2008

2012-2013

Monsignor Dino Lorenzetti, a past recipient of the Bishop’s Medal, captured the value of Catholic schools
well. “Catholic education is the basis that enables you to spread out and enhance all you do. It’s your
philosophy for living.”
To support local Catholic schools by getting involved in the event, or to make a contribution at any time of
year, please call (716) 847-8370.

Catholic Organizational
Life & Ministry
$126,062

$ 22,433,911

The Bishop’s Medal was awarded to past and present teaching women religious, and to the Joy Family
Foundation. In addition, Tim Russert’s Making a Difference Award was presented to Mary Jane Liszewski,
a teacher at Immaculate Conception School in East Aurora. The event was chaired by TJ and Diane Revelas
and Mark and Mary Hoffman.

$1,437,123
$1,302,406
$1,231,202
$1,192,872
$1,472,114
$1,297,301

Generosity is forever

To give is a gift

The Pelican Society is the very lifeblood of the Foundation of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Buffalo. Fittingly, the pelican has been considered a
symbol of charity since medieval times.

Our Catholic faith provides the very purpose by which we live. It is the source of our blessings and the answer
to our needs. In gratitude, we are called to serve God to the best of our ability. Supporting your faith and your
church provides a meaningful way to give back for all that has been bestowed upon you.

Members of our legacy gift society make an immeasurable impact by
selflessly donating via their estate plans, be it through a bequest, gift
annuity, life insurance, and so on. Significant legacy gifts such as this
enable the Foundation to best support the vital ministries and institutions
of the Diocese of Buffalo.

The Foundation provides a simple way for you to give to all the ministries that are important to you, helping to
achieve both your charitable and financial goals.

Donations of this nature are both life-affirming and life-changing. To learn
how you can provide a gift that will live on, call (716) 847-8370, or email
devoffice@buffalodiocese.org.

Your support for the Foundation makes a considerable impact in the lives of those we serve. Regular annual
giving provides the sustaining support our ministries depend on each year. In addition, planned or deferred gifts
provide the opportunity to have a meaningful impact beyond your lifetime. Planned giving benefits include:
• Support for the mission of the Foundation and your Catholic faith
• Provision for your needs and those of your family
• Tax advantages for you and your heirs
We invite you to explore and consider what commitment of your resources God is calling you to offer to His
work at this point in your spiritual journey.

Simple ways to give
Guided by Gospel values, The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo raises funds, manages
assets, and makes grants to serve the educational, pastoral and human service needs of the Diocese of Buffalo.
There are a number of ways that anybody can make a contribution to the Foundation. Large or small, each
donation is significant and makes a real difference here in Western New York. To learn about how you can
donate today or leave a gift as part of your personal legacy, please visit BeTheBelief.org, or look for the icons
that appear below at myplanwithfrcdb.org.

Gifts you can
make now

Gifts made by
beneficiary
designations

Gifts of assets
that provide
income

Gifts from your
will or living trust

“As each one has received a gift,
use it to serve one another as good stewards
of God’s varied grace.” (1 Pt. 4:10)

To access expanded story content, please visit BeTheBelief.org

The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo,
guided by Gospel values, raises funds, manages assets,
and makes grants to serve the educational, pastoral and
human service needs of the Diocese of Buffalo.

The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo
795 Main Street | Buffalo, N.Y. 14203 | 716.847.8370 | BeTheBelief.org

Photography: Tom Wolf Imaging, Katie Schneider Photography, Father Baker Museum

