
The Upon This Rock (hereinafter “UTR”) Evangelization and Catechesis case 
element is an Evangelization focused endowment which will provide 
resources for parishes and Catholic organizations and ministries to create new 
tools for evangelization, establish unique digital platforms and renew the way 
they interact with and reach out to, members of the community.  

It will also provide support for faith formation programs, mission opportunities, 
and the training and development of pastoral and catechetical leadership 
within parishes.

GRANT GUIDELINE SUPPLEMENT FOR THE UPON THIS ROCK
EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS CASE ELEMENT

APPLICATION INFO
frcdb.org/grants

FOR CONTACT & QUESTIONS
grants@buffalodiocese.org

EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS
IMPORTANT GRANT CYCLE DATES

Letter of Intent Due ...............
Letter of Intent Response ....
Full Application Due ............

FEB 7
MAR 7
APR 7

Grant/FRCDB Board meetings ..
Grant Decision Received .........
Grant Checks Received ...........

MAY
JUL 30
SEP 30

TYPES OF UPON THIS ROCK
EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS GRANTS

GRANT REQUESTS FOR PARISHES AND CATHOLIC MINISTRIES
Parishes and Catholic Ministries are eligible to apply for grant funding for “seed money” to support new 
programs or new initiatives within existing programs that further the evangelization and catechesis mission of 
the Church in a transformational and sustainable way. 

INVITATIONS TO PARISHES TO APPLY
FOR GRANT FUNDS FOR SPECIFIC INITIATIVES
From time to time it may be determined that funding is available to promote certain Diocesan-wide programs 
or initiatives and an invitation to apply for grant funding will be posted on the FRCDB's website.  

GRANT REQUESTS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BISHOP'S
COME BUILD OUR CHURCH EVANGELIZATION PROJECTS
From time to time the Bishop of the Diocese of Buffalo may elect to support certain evangelization programs or 
initiatives in furtherance of his vision for the Church in the Diocese. An invitation to apply for available grant 
funding to participate in these projects will be posted on the FRCDB website and will require a letter of support 
from the Bishop.
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MISSIONARY DISCIPLESHIP
In keeping with Pope Francis’ vision of a “missionary impulse,” projects funded through the Evangelization and 
Catechesis case element of Upon this Rock must foster missionary discipleship.  Key principles of missionary 
discipleship include:

UTR EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS GRANT CONSIDERATIONS
Please know that the Department of Evangelization, and the Divisions of Life Long Faith Formation
and Youth & Young Adult Ministry recommend that you give consideration to the following, as you plan your initiative:

EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS CENTERED
The project helps fulfill the mission of the Church and the Bishop’s vision for catechesis in the Diocese as 
articulated in “Forming Disciples” (2016) by its intentionality to family, parish connections and alignment, 
service with theological reflection, or development of digital and small group strategies; and attends to at least 
one of the four program components articulated in “Forming Disciples” (diocesan faith formation curriculum) or 
an approved recommendation from recent diocesan commission implementation plans

COLLABORATION & IMPACT
The project is supported by and will impact a vicariate, or a combination of two or more parishes, Catholic 
schools, Catholic Ministries or Diocesan Departments

LEADERSHIP
The design/leadership team (of 3 or more people) is representative of the organizations involved; a plan of 
action is in place to sustain the project and grow it which includes on-going leadership development

TRAINING
Leadership of the project have been trained in relevant evangelization and catechesis principles through 
coursework, seminars, workshops, etc.; and the project Leader has attended a Diocesan grant writing 
workshop in the past 18-24 months and has received grant consultation support from a department within the 
relevant diocesan division(s), such as Evangelization, Life Long Faith Formation, Youth and Young Adult, etc.

NEED & READINESS
The project fills a void or urgent need of the people which has been identified through a process of study or 
inquiry; a needs assessment/inquiry process was conducted which validates the need the project intends to 
address and the results are included; and evidence is provided to support choice of strategy as a best practices, 
etc (i.e. quotations from journals, recognized Church experts in the respective field, recommendations from 
noted experts, etc.)

FAITH AT HOME
Because the family remains the most powerful discipling mechanism in 
history,and parents still enjoy the single largest influence on young people, 
responsive organizations partner with parents to foster faith at home

NEW POINTS OF CONTACT
Because young Catholics are less likely to attend Mass, marry within the 
Catholic Church, or come to church seeking sacraments for their children, 
evangelizing communities create new points of contact, both on and 
off-campus, where young people and young families can be served, welcomed 
and engaged in the church’s mission

DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT
Because many people, especially young people, manage life and relationships 
via devices, responsive organizations provide abundant opportunities for 
spiritual discovery 24/7/365, connection with parish mission and expand 
stewardship participation beyond the practice of collections at weekend Mass

SENDING OUT
Because many Americans are considering the merits of a churchless Christianity 
(causing a majority of the US to be dominated by None’s and Done’s by the 
year 2025), evangelizing communities excel at welcome, and equip those who 
are already engaged as ambassadors of Christ’s mercy in the world

FAITH GROWTH
Because people become missionary disciples by encountering, following, 
seeking and finding joy in, and sharing Christ, discipling communities provide 
experiences that encourage faith growth along this pathway

SMALL GROUPS
Because of the recent rises in open-source spirituality, 
evangelizing communities avoid denominational debates, and 
instead provide vibrant small group experiences and 
opportunities to connect, welcome and engage people and 
support outreach in neutral locations

RELATIONSHIPS OVER PROGRAMS
Because families face increasingly hectic lives which are 
over-programmed, responsive communities foster faith through 
partnership and design faith formation in family-centric ways 
with favoring relationship building over conducting programs

OUTREACH TO NEWCOMERS & VISITORS
Because one in five people relocate every year, and the church 
can no longer presume that newcomers will join a parish, 
responsive organizations reach out at times of spiritual 
significance or crisis, and take every opportunity to connect, 
welcome and engage newcomers and visitors

OUTREACH TO PERIPHERIES
Because an increasing number of people are disinterested 
and/or disenfranchised from the church and/or society for a 
wide variety of reasons, evangelizing communities seek out 
encounters with those at the peripheries, build relationships of 
trust, and accompany them in their lived realities with 
acceptance, care, and compassion



Those that reimagine the parish as a place for forming disciples in holistic ways, 
through leveraging intentional and intergenerational relationships

Those that reach out to and accompany those at the margins who are disinterested 
in traditional methods of church participation in order to invigorate the church’s 
efforts for accompaniment

Those that develop strategic and systematic approaches to parish evangelization 
and outreach beyond the weekend, beyond the campus and beyond the 
congregation

Those that provide leadership formation for pastoral and catechetical leaders that 
equips them for missionary engagement, intentional discipleship and 
communicating the joy of the Gospel in WNY

Those that test innovative models for spiritual accompaniment, moral discernment 
and spiritual direction 

Those that target young people and help address their longings for meaning, 
purpose and connection

Those directed at accompanying young adults in the stages of life from preparing for 
marriage through the baptism of their children, providing resources for their practical 
and spiritual needs and helping them feel a sense of belonging and support from 
their parish community

Those that provide spiritual renewal and/or evangelization training for clergy and 
other pastoral leaders

Those that utilize digital platforms to effectively and meaningfully reach out to and 
connect those that are spiritually disenfranchised, such as faith-driven young adults, 
fallen away Catholics and others within our Diocesan community who identify as 
Catholic, desire to grow in faith and service, but are not regularly found in the pew

Those that include on-going leadership and theological formation as part of their 
planning process

Those which seek to accompany families and address their felt and expressed needs

Those that engage multiple parish confirmation candidates to attend a relevant 
speaker series or participate in collaborative meaningful service opportunities with 
strategies to engage youth beyond a preparation program.
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EXAMPLES OF PROGRAMS/INITIATIVES THAT MAY FALL UNDER
THE UTR EVANGELIZATION & CATECHESIS GRANTS


