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UTR STREAM GRANT GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION PROCESS FAQs 
 
Thank you for your kind attention to our STREAM grant presentation on February 9,2017. 
 
We know that you and your staff make many sacrifices to provide a faith-filled learning 
community for your students and we are truly grateful for all that our Catholic schools have to 
offer. 
 
The Diocesan STREAM Initiative is a highly successful and critical component of the high 
standard of education parents expect from our Catholic schools.  STREAM furthers the 
mission of the Diocese by creating engaging and creative learning environments which 
incorporate our Catholic faith within other aspects of an otherwise strong curriculum. It extends 
into all classrooms, touching each and every student.  It is a broader and more comprehensive 
approach to 21st century learning. 
 
The Diocesan STREAM School Initiative is a sustainable program with defined programs 
throughout the K-8 curriculum.  There is accountability, collaboration and professional 
development derived from the interaction of STREAM schools with one another, community 
partners, and with the STREAM Department within the Department of Education.    
 
It is the hope that your school will embrace the Diocesan STREAM Initiative now and for years 
to come. 
 
We recognize that asking you to embrace the Diocesan STREAM Initiative requires additional 
expense and work for your teachers.  We know your budgets are spread thin and your 
teachers already go above and beyond.  However, access to UTR STREAM funds provides 
STREAM schools with the added benefit of another financial partner in this effort, through the 
thousands of donors from the over 163 parishes in the 8 counties of the Buffalo Diocese. 
 
Just as the Diocese of Buffalo has invested in the STREAM Department of the Department of 
Education, the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, through the STREAM 
component of the Upon This Rock Capital Campaign, is ready to invest in your school as you 
embrace the Diocesan STREAM Initiative and bring the excitement and wonder of STREAM to 
your school community. 
 
With help from the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo through the Upon 
This Rock STREAM grant fund, Diocesan STREAM schools will be able to fund STREAM 
projects for years to come. 
 
Please refer to the UTR STREAM Grant Guidelines that were provided to you and the Grant Worksheet 
and Presentation notes.  If you have any questions regarding the UTR STREAM grant process, 
please email grants@buffalodiocese.org.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the Diocesan STREAM Initiative or joining Cohort IV, 
please contact STREAM Coordinator Jean Comer at JComer@buffalodiocese.org. 
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To help with this grant process we have provided a recap of some of the questions raised 
during the 2/9/17 presentation. 
 
1. If all 21 current STREAM Schools apply will there be enough funds to give them 

ALL $5,000 - $7,000?   
 

ANSWER:  Yes, assuming the grant requests comply with the STREAM Grant 
Guidelines and the grant application is complete.  Keep in mind that every approved 
request is subject to being modified or made conditional by the Grants Committee, as it 
deems appropriate.  Funds may also be distributed at a later date depending on when 
they are actually needed for the approved grant project.  Please review the UTR 
STREAM Grant Guidelines for more information. 

 
 So, it is not competitive?  
 

ANSWER:  No, it is not a competitive process for this cycle of grants, provided all the 
requirements of the UTR STREAM Grant Guidelines are met and the grant application 
is complete. However, this may vary from grant cycle to grant cycle based upon the 
amount of funds available and the number of grant applications.  If there comes a point 
when the grant requests exceed the funds available for a given cycle, the process will 
be more competitive in terms of which requests meet the most criteria using the Grant 
Guidelines.     

 
2. What if your parish has not completed the UTR Campaign? 
 

ANSWER:  Since the money for the STREAM UTR Grants comes from the parish 
UTR Campaigns, a parish STREAM school cannot apply for a STREAM UTR grant until 
the parish UTR Campaign is more than 30 days from the date of the Last Chance 
mailing. 

 
This does not apply to Regional Schools or to non-STREAM schools applying to be part 
of Cohort IV.  Regional Schools are an exception.  Almost every regional school has at 
least one affiliated parish that has completed their UTR campaign.  The FRCDB felt it 
was unfair to hold them to a higher standard (having multiple parishes complete their 
campaign) in order to receive funding. 

 
It also does not apply to non-STREAM schools because the Department of Education 
needs to know in May which schools will be part of Cohort IV for the 2017-2018 school 
year.  Additionally, non-STREAM schools are only eligible to apply for funding to help 
defray the expenses of becoming a STREAM school. 

 
3. Can we ask for funding for several subject areas at the same time? 
 

ANSWER:  YES.  Grant proposals that cross through more than one element of 
STREAM are strongly encouraged.  However, a STREAM school cannot apply for 
multiple grants in one cycle (i.e. a STREAM school could apply for a grant that serves 
both the engineering and math components of STREAM, but could not submit two 
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different grants in the same cycle, such as one for an engineering program and a 
second for a separate and different math program). 

 
4. Will you pay for stipends or salaries? 
 

ANSWER: No.  However, fees paid to professional development, trainers or speakers 
may qualify. 

 
5. Will you pay for flexible seating for classrooms? 
  
 ANSWER:  Not as a stand-alone request. Possibly, if it is sufficiently necessary and 

incorporated into a well thought out STREAM related curriculum plan that is submitted 
in a grant request.  

 
6. How about stand up desks or ergonomic seating? 
 

ANSWER:  Not as a stand-alone request. Possibly, if it is sufficiently necessary and 
incorporated into a well thought out STREAM related curriculum plan that is submitted 
in a grant request.  

 
7. What are you looking for in way of an answer to the SMART Bond question on the 
application? 
 

ANSWER:  We ask that you make an attempt to contact your public school district 
about the SMART Bond and let us know their response, even if that response is non-
responsive or that it is not in place. 

 
8. Where do we stand with the Accreditation process? 
 
 ANSWER: It will be discussed at the March 23rd principal meeting. 
 
9. What should be submitted to support pricing in the grant application? 
 

ANSWER: Competitive bids are needed, unless it is a sole source provider, then you 
can submit a sole source provider letter.  Don’t just print out amazon.com pages.  For 
technology purchases, consider vicariate schools and/or neighboring schools and work 
collaboratively on larger volume purchases to leverage the STREAM funds.  A good 
source for volume pricing is to contact the Diocesan Purchasing Manager. 

 
10. Will you be able to use funds for summer programming? 
 

ANSWER:  You may apply for summer program funding.  However, keep in mind that 
the checks will not be received until July. 

 
11. How do you know if there is a tech or PD plan on file for your school? 
 
 ANSWER: Jean Comer can tell you the status of any tech plan or PD plan. 
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12. Can you please add a comment box of the “No” Answers? 
 

ANSWER: Yes.  Please check the Diocesan Website grant page at frcdb.org/grant-
making page of the website under UTR STREAM application for an updated application 
worksheet on or about March 1st. 

 
13. If your parish has not completed UTR what will happen to the grant request? 
 

ANSWER: The grant request will be tabled until the next cycle and considered then if 
the UTR campaign has been completed at that point. 

 
14. Who should be listed as the contact on the application? 
 

ANSWER: The contact person should be the person with the most information about 
that grant request in case there is a need for more information that can be easily 
obtained from a phone call right before the grant committee meeting.  If extensive 
information is needed or time does not permit a phone call, the grant will be denied or 
tabled. 

 
15. Will you reimburse funds that the parish fronted for programs? 
 

ANSWER: No.  Grants cannot be used for reimbursements.  However, it is 
permissible to purchase items on credit after the grant has been approved while you are 
waiting for the check.  Note that the grant check cannot be made payable to an 
individual so if you used a personal credit card you will have to be reimbursed by the 
school with the grant money. 

 
16. What happens if my grant application is incomplete or the Grants Committee 
needs more information after having met and reviewed the application? 
 

ANSWER:  If your application is incomplete it will be denied and you can resubmit a 
completed application for the next grant cycle.  If your application is complete but after 
review and discussion the Grants Committee needs more information, your grant 
application will be tabled to the next cycle and you will be asked to provide the 
committee with the requested information.  
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